CONSENT DIVORCE (no minor child) $898.00 including costs 

FIRST PAYMENT:  The total minimum due to start your case is $300.00 as follows: I agree to be available to represent, you under appropriate circumstances, in a simple consent divorce in Pinellas County, for a fee, when I accept a nonrefundable retainer of $150.00. After you also pay a minimum fee of $120.00 (minus $20.00 credit for one consultation fee paid) the paperwork to consent to divorce will be prepared and mailed to your spouse. Your spouse must have a mailing address different from your address. There is an additional charge of $150 for each piece/parcel of Florida real estate transferred by or to a party, including minimal recording costs, and for each property for which specific provisions for division of proceeds of sale is requested. The minimum fee does not include other contact with your spouse, additional consultations or conferences, changing the settlement terms after I prepare the preliminary paperwork, residency witness affidavits, re-notice of hearing, delivery other than by regular U.S. mail (additional $50.00), delays attempting reconciliation or otherwise, negotiations, drafting complicated provisions, investigation, disclosures to your spouse (other than the financial statement the law requires), arranging for a language interpreter, liens, mortgages, or promissory notes. Other services are available, if you need them, for an additional fee paid in advance and may include: other hearings, motions, orders (such as, income deduction or direct pension distribution orders), change of your spouse’s address, re-opening your file or ___ $      (fee) plus $    (costs). 

SECOND PAYMENT: the $578.00 balance of minimum fees and costs to file the consent divorce case, in addition to fees and costs for others services (see above) must be paid within one month after I receive the necessary paperwork. The fee balance includes scheduling one final hearing for a divorce judgment, representing you at that hearing and the minimum required paperwork; it does not include any service after the hearing. You will responsible be for all costs incurred in your case. Court costs are subject to change by the Clerk of Court without advance notice. Payments will not be refunded and I can charge additional fees to continue or extend representation, close your file or withdraw from your case if you or your spouse fail to provide all paperwork, information, fees or costs as instructed, within one month after it is due or requested.
CONTESTED CASE DEFINITION, PAYMENTS, COSTS AND HOURLY FEES

If your spouse ignores or refuses to sign the papers, retains an attorney, disputes any issue in the dissolution or files any papers with the Court additional payment(s) of $______________ (not less than $2,000.00) will be due before I proceed further with your case. $500.00 of that additional payment is a non-refundable minimum advance payment of attorney fees. Other funds received will be deposited to a trust account for payment of additional fees and costs which may be incurred in your case. You agree that I have not made and will not make any representation or estimate of the total payments required in a contested case. Additional payments are usually required as the case progresses. You will pay for attorney services at the rate of $200.00 per hour ($150.00 per hour if your averaged annual income is less than $50,000.00 per year). You will pay $75.00 per hour plus costs for travel and time I allocate as “paralegal time”, whether performed by me or by an assistant, such as, document transmission, making copies and routine aspects of preparing documents, maintaining your file, billing and delivery). Costs may include, without limitation, filing fees, recording costs, court reporters, transcription, 20 cents per page copied or printed, postage, mileage and parking. Also, you must pay some costs directly to the provider, such as, mediator fees and expert witness fees. If the fees, costs and requested advances exceed your available trust account funds then you will pay the balance within ten (10) days. I may close your file and/or withdraw from representation if payments are not made when required. “Contested” fees and costs will be due until all services are performed, even if you case becomes dormant, settled or resolved. 

This agreement is not binding until you make a payment (other than the initial consultation fee). Your signature allows me to represent you after a payment is made.

 ______________________________ 
Date:____________________     _______________________________ David Lee Jones, P.A. by Attorney






Client Signature
                
